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Governor’s State Advisory Council  
on Early Childhood Education and Care 
 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 
Madison, Wisconsin  
February 25, 2014 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Minutes 
 
 

Members Present 
Eloise Anderson – DCF  
Tony Evers – DPI  
Penny Chase – rep. SFTA  
Fredi-Ellen Bove – DCF  
Sheila Briggs – DPI  
Dave Edie – WCCF 
Terri Enters – rep. DHS  
Robin Fox – rep. UW Systems  
Dee Gokee-Rindal – Redcliff Tribe  
Alex Ignatowski – DHS 
Jennifer Jones – CTF   
Jill Keenlance – WHSA  
Kia LaBracke – WIAPP  
Mary Madsen – WCCA  
Judy Norman-Nunnery – DCF 
Katie Roberts – rep. WTCS   
Melissa Roberts – rep. DOC   
Carolyn Stanford-Taylor – DPI  
Jon Stellmacher – PWES 
Ann Terrell – MPS  
Wendy Wink – rep. WAICU  
 
Staff Present 
Bridget Cullen – DCF  
Jill Haglund – DPI 
Coral Manning – DCF  
Linda McCart – DHS 
Laura Paella – DPI  
Jane Penner-Hoppe - DCF 
Carrie Wilkey – DCF/Race to the Top 
 
Others Present 
Jim Leonhart – Celebrate Children Foundation 
Lana Nenide – WI Alliance for Infant Mental Health 
David O’Connor – DPI   
Jeanette Paulson – WECA 
Ann Ramminger – UW Madison – DPI  
Andrew Turner – DCF/Race to the Top 
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Topic Who  

I. Welcome and 
Introductions 

 
(9:00 a.m.) 
 

Secretary Eloise 
Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary Anderson welcomed partners from the Great Lakes 
Inter-tribal Council Inc., who joined the meeting via Skype for the 
presentation on the Tribal Listening Session and Data Story.  
She also welcomed Elaine Allen, Pamela Torres, and Brian 
Jackson.   
 
Staffing Transitions 
Secretary Anderson thanked Jane Penner-Hoppe for her long-
time help with ECAC. Jane has transitioned to a new position 
within DCF. Coral Manning and Bridget Cullen from DCF were 
introduced – they are taking over ECAC responsibilities for Jane. 
 
FAST 
 
The FAST Program is a research-based parent involvement and 
family strengthening program created in 1988 by a scientific 
researcher and social worker, Professor Lynn McDonald.   

 
Previous evaluations of FAST have shown significant results in 
improving children’s school outcomes, preventing child abuse 
and neglect and increasing social support for families.   

 
The approach uses principles of experiential learning that is 
proven to develop healthy behaviors, build social support and 
foster a nurturing environment.  

 
We are excited to be able to offer this approach in particularly 
vulnerable communities in our state.  

 
Based on data analysis of the number of children by 
neighborhood entering the child welfare out-of-home care 
system, DCF identified high need/high risk neighborhoods in 
Milwaukee and Beloit and targeted the program for these areas. 

 
In December 2013 the Department awarded three grants to 
implement the FAST program in Beloit and Milwaukee in 2014.  
Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Inc. 
(LSS) will implement one FAST program in Beloit, and SET 
Ministry, Inc. (SET) will implement two FAST projects in 
Milwaukee.   

 
All three sites will implement Kid FAST, which targets children 
ages PreK through 3rd grade and will work with 9-12 families 
gathered for eight facilitated 2 ½ hour weekly meetings that 
include family unit strengthening  activities, parent support time 
and parent-child play therapy.  Projects will run until November 
30, 2014, and each contract may be renewed for up to two 
additional one-year periods.   

 
The Madison office of FAST provides ongoing training, technical 
assistance and evaluation for the project sites. Training for the 
sites’ teams and recruitment of participants began in January 
2014.  Each site will complete three cycles of FAST in 2014. 
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Evaluation results will be produced by the FAST office and 
reviewed by FAST, the project sites and the DCF to evaluate 
outcomes for each cycle as well as overall program performance 
and outcomes over all three cycles.   
 
4E Waivers - P.S. Program Title IV-E Waiver Project: 

 
1) The P.S. Program went live on January 21, 2014 with 

16 counties participating in Phase 1 of the first year of 
the program 
 

2) The remaining 19 Phase 2 counties will go live in 
April 2014. 

 
3) The program is funded to serve slightly over 500 

children in the first year of this five-year 
demonstration project, about 1/3 of the children and 
youth who reunify with their families in a given year. 

 
4) In order to best target the program resources, 

program eligibility is being directed toward those 
children and their families who present the greatest 
statistical likelihood of re-entering into out-of-home 
care within 12 months of their reunification using what 
is called the Re-entry Prevention Model (RPM) 
developed with the University of Illinois, Children and 
Family Research Center 

 
Care4Kids 
 
The Department of Children and Families and the Department of 
Health Services are partnering to implement a new program to 
provide comprehensive, coordinated healthcare to children in 
out-of-home care (OHC).  
 
The program, called Care4Kids, began on January 1 in the 
following counties in southeast Wisconsin:  Kenosha, Racine, 
Waukesha, Ozaukee, Washington, and Milwaukee Counties. 
The state is contracting with Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin to 
provide the Care4Kids program in this area of the state.  DCF 
and DHS intend to expand the program statewide over time.  

 Care4Kids will provide comprehensive and coordinated 
health care for children in out-of-home care in a way that 
reflects the unique health needs and trauma experiences 
of these children. 

 The program provides children with primary care 
physicians who are trained in the needs of children in 
Out-of-Home Care, and also creates a team of 
professionals who coordinate care for the child. 

 Care4Kids will develop a comprehensive health plan for 
each child that meets the child’s unique needs.  

 Care4Kids includes a number of benefits designed to 
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meet the unique needs of children in out-of-home care, 
including: 

 An Out-of-Home Care Health Screen within 2 
business days of entering care 

 A Comprehensive Initial Health Assessment within 
30 days of entering care 

 A mental health evaluation (if needed) 

 All Medicaid-covered benefits 

 Dental and Vision care 

 Ongoing routine check-ups 

 A Health Care Coordinator 

 Preferred access to Child Advocacy Centers and 
Centers of Excellence 

 A Comprehensive Health Care Plan tailored to the 
child’s individual health needs 

 Ongoing Health Care for an additional 12 months 
after discharge from out-of-home care 

 The program is expected to improve the quality, access, 
and timeliness of health care to children in out-of-home 
care. 

 
YoungStar Validation Study 
 
Dr. Magnuson’s team began working last summer to recruit child 
care programs of all star levels in the Milwaukee and 
Northeastern YoungStar regions. After an extensive recruitment, 
nearly 160 programs agreed to participate in the validation 
study. Within these sites nearly 900 children have had 
assessments performed with them. The following assessments 
were selected for use: 

 Woodcock Johnson Applied Problems: assesses 
mathematical skills including showing two fingers, 
counting objects, and adding or subtracting small 
numbers. Requires comprehending the nature of a 
problem, identifying relevant information, performing 
calculations and stating a solution. 

 Woodcock Johnson Letter-Word Identification: requires 
identifying and reading isolated letters and words, 
primarily a sight recognition task.  

 Test of Preschool Early Literacy (TOPEL) Subtest 3 on 
phonological awareness: measures word elision and 
blending abilities.  The child is asked to say a word and 
the say what is left after dropping out specific sounds 
(elision); then, the child is asked to listen to separate 
sounds and combine them to form a word (blending). 

 Bracken School Readiness Assessment: assesses basic 
concepts related to school readiness in the following five 
areas: colors, letters, numbers/counting, 
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size/comparison, and shapes. 

 Head-Toes-Knees-Shoulders: children are asked to play 
a game in which they must do the opposite of what the 
experimenter says.  For example, the experimenter 
instructs the child to touch their head, but instead of 
following the command, the children are supposed to do 
the opposite and touch their toes. This is a measure of 
inhibitory control, working memory, and attention 
focusing. 

  
Over the winter, Dr. Magnuson’s team has been conducting 
Environment Rating Scale observations at each of the programs 
in the validation study.  In the spring, the team will go out and 
complete a second round of child assessments on the same 
children to measure progress over the year. 
  
Initial findings may be available to the Department late in 2014 
or early in 2015. 
 
 
 
Superintendent Evers: 

 Workforce Investment 

 Read to Lead Grants 

 RTT KEA committee 

II.  Approval of 
the December 
Minutes 

 

Secretary Anderson December minutes approved by voice vote. 

III. Public 
Comment 

Secretary Anderson There were no requests for public comment. 
 
 

IV. Operating 
Principles Final 
Draft for Approval 
 
(9:30 a.m.) 

Jill Haglund 
 
 

 Provided a brief review of the process and new 
items in the ECAC operating principles. (See link to 
Operating Principles. 
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/ecac_operating_principl

es_final_2014.pdf ) 

 There was a short review of the document.  

 No additional comments given. 

 Superintendent Evers asked for consensus on 
operating principles. Consensus given. 
 

V.  Focused 
Updates 
 
(9:45 a.m.) 

Superintendent 
Evers 
 
 

 Introduced Dee Gokee-Rindal and David O’Connor. 
Superintendent Evers recognized the ECAC’s long 
interest in this topic and that significant time was set 
aside to learn more about it. 

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/ecac_operating_principles_final_2014.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/ecac_operating_principles_final_2014.pdf
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Tribal Update- 
Digital Story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(11:05 a.m.)  
Race to the Top 
– Early Learning 
Challenge 
Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(11:20 a.m.) 
Overview of 
Professional 
Development 
System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dee Gokee-Rindal 
and David O’Connor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary Anderson 
 
 
Secretary Anderson 
 
Andrew Turner 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary Anderson 
 
 
 
 
Ann Ramminger and 
Jeannette Paulson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dee and David provided an overview of the 
presentation and thanked GLITC and DHS for the 
video work. 
 

 A link to the presentation is available on the ECAC 
website for this meeting date.  
 

o http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/looking_at_dat
a_the_story_it_tells_2014_ecac_PP.pdf  

 

 Data story provided by David and Dee. 
 

 Transition to Listening Session Digital Story   

 Listening Session Goal and Traditional Process 
 

 Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge 
o Information shared by Dee and Jill, as well 

as Elaine from GLITC 
 

 ECAC discussion 
o Questions, comments about presentation 

and video 
 
 
 

 Secretary Anderson recognized the importance of 
this work and thanked those involved. 

 

 Introduced Andrew Turner  
 

 Provided an update on public private project. 

 A copy of his presentation is available on the ECAC 
website. 

 http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/ecac_early_learning_ch
allenge_update.pdf  

 

 Thanked Andrew for his presentation. 

 Introduced Ann Ramminger and Jeannette Paulson, 
the co-chairs of the Professional Development 
Initiative.   

 

 Provided a “high level” overview of the components 
of early childhood professional development 
structures in WI. 

 PDI snapshot handout (a link to this is available on 
the ECAC website). 

o http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/PDI_structure_s
napshot_8-8-13_with_hyperlinks.pdf  

 
 
 

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/looking_at_data_the_story_it_tells_2014_ecac_PP.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/looking_at_data_the_story_it_tells_2014_ecac_PP.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/ecac_early_learning_challenge_update.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/ecac_early_learning_challenge_update.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/PDI_structure_snapshot_8-8-13_with_hyperlinks.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2014/PDI_structure_snapshot_8-8-13_with_hyperlinks.pdf
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(11:30 a.m.) 
Steering 
Committee and 
Other Reports 
- Scope 

Workgroup 
- Zero to 3 

Grant 
 
 

Superintendent 
Evers 
 
 
 
 
David Edie 

 Thanked Ann and Jeannette.   

 Reminded ECAC members that their PDI committee 
is one of the ECAC Project Teams. 

 Introduced Dave Edie for short updates from 
Steering Committee. 

 

 Short Updates on 
o Scope Workgroup 
o Zero to 3 Grant 
o Move into final report 

 
 

 
VI. 2013 Report 
Final Draft for 
Approval  
 (11:40 a.m.) 

 
David Edie 
 
 
 
Secretary  
Anderson 
 

 

 Summarized process for review 

 Some editing is still occurring that will not change 
the content of the annual report. 

 

 Thanked David and recognized the work of the 
Steering Committee. 
 

VII.  Adjourn 
(11:55 a.m.) 
 

 
 
 
 

Secretary  
Anderson 
 
 
 
*Note: corrected  
September  
meeting 
date  

Secretary Anderson: 

 Announced next meeting 

 Adjournment 
 
2014 Meetings – 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.: 

Wednesday, June 4, Crowne Plaza 
Wednesday, September 9*, Crowne Plaza  
Wednesday, December 3, Department of Corrections 

 


